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GPPSD Education Foundation responds to classroom needs  

Strive, Celebrate, Invest 
 

GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – Nine schools within the Grande Prairie Public School District will receive 
additional funding support from the Education Foundation this month! Each year the Foundation requests 
applications for funding, aimed at supporting programs and projects that are not covered in regular school 
budgets, but enhance the learning opportunities for our students.   
 
GPPSD Education Foundation is a responsive group geared to fulfilling needs from schools which 
enhance learning opportunities for our students. The Education Foundation is able to offer this support 
through its fundraising efforts in the community, individual and corporate donations, and partnerships with 
other community agencies.   
 
The Executive Director of the Education Foundation, Laura LaValley says, “This initiative is something 
that our Board of Directors get very excited about. It’s our opportunity to put additional funds into these 
schools for programs and projects that can often enrich classrooms and give students some really 
interesting learning opportunities.” 
 
The Education Foundation granted $15,050.00 to 9 different schools in the District this month. Initiatives 
include an academic support program, musical instruments, High School First Responders programs at 
both high schools, and hands on learning kits. The Education Foundation also provided $5,000 to the 
GPPSD’s Music Department to aid in the purchase of new instruments to be used across the District.  
The contribution through the Annual School Grant Program totals $20,050.00.  
 
LaValley says the grant process continues to be utilized by GPPSD schools. “We accepted 15 
applications this year, partially funding 10 of them. I think this demonstrates the needs for our 
students and the desire of our teachers to provide them with great opportunities.” 
 
The GPPSD Education Foundation’s School Grant Program is something that directly aligns with the 
mandate of the organization. Newly appointed Foundation Chairperson, Angus Sutherland says his Board 
is really passionate about this. “Our Foundation does a lot of great work for our students. We have great 
discussion and take the process pretty seriously. We know the impact of our decisions affects students 
and it feels good to help as much as we can.” Sutherland adds that although they could not support all 
applications, the Education Foundation continues its’ fundraising efforts to be able to offer more support 
each year.   
 
For more information about the GPPSD Education Foundation please visit www.gppsdedfoundation.ca or 
like us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/gppsdedfoundation 
 
About Education Foundation of the Grande Prairie Public School District: The Education 
Foundation was founded in 1991 to enhance educational opportunities for students in the Grande Prairie 

http://www.gppsdedfoundation.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/gppsdedfoundation
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Public School District No. 2357. It was designed to complement basic education services in the city's 
public schools. Foundation members work towards providing resources in areas that are not funded 
through government allocations to school boards. The Board of Directors, together with the many 
contributors have been able to enhance the educational experience for students. 
 
About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School District is a 
learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of over 8,000 students. The 
Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of Preschool, French Immersion, 
Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and International Baccalaureate programs catered to 
students and parents of the Grande Prairie community. Growing from 17 schools to 18 schools in 
September 2017, the District serves students from Preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a 
nurturing environment where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit 
www.gppsd.ab.ca and follow GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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